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Positive Reaction — March On Washington Remarks

8/28/13: George Stephanopoulos, ABC News: “President Barack Obama, Playing The Role Of
Teacher And Preacher And President Today...Perhaps By Simply Speaking From That Podium As The
First Black President, President Obama Fulfilled A Dream That Martin Luther King Didn't Say On
That Day, But He Did Emphasize How Much Work Is Left To Be Done.” “GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:
President Barack Obama, playing the role of teacher and preacher and president today. He told the
story of that march 50 years ago, August 28th, 1963, The man who electrified it, Martin Luther King.
And he said he is now the work of all of us to carry on the work of those heroes from 50 years ago,
saying they did not die in vain. There's been so much progress in this country over the last 50 years,
but there's still so much work to do. Cokie Roberts, perhaps by simply speaking from that podium as
the first black president, President Obama fulfilled a dream that Martin Luther King didn't say on that
day, but he did emphasize how much work is left to be done.” [ABC News, 8/28/13]

= 8/28/13: George Stephanopoulos: “[President Obama] Said In The Speech That No One Can
Match The Brilliance Of Martin Luther King. But It Does Seem On The Relatively Rare
Occasions Where The President Chooses To Speak About Race Directly, He Rises To The
Occasion.” STEPHANOPOULOS: You know, he said in the speech that no one can match the
brilliance of Martin Luther King. But it does seem on the relatively rare occasions where the
President chooses to speak about race directly, he rises to the occasion.
CHARLES OGLETREE: Right. And he did that today.” [ABC News, 8/28/13]

8/28/13: Charles Ogletree, Harvard Law School: “What | Found Most Amazing In The Speech, And |



Hope People Understand It, The Humility As Opposed To Bravado. He's Not A Preacher, As You
Said. He's Teacher, He's A President. And | Think That's Different. He's Not King And He's Not Trying
To Be King. But | Think This Speech Is Going To Go Down As One Of The Greatest He's Ever Gave.”
CHARLES OGLETREE, Harvard Law School: What | found most amazing in the speech, and | hope
people understand it, the humility as opposed to bravado. He's not a preacher, as you said. He's
teacher, he's a president. And | think that's different. He's not King and he's not trying to be King. But
| think this speech is going to go down as one of the greatest he's ever gave. Not today, not
tomorrow, not next year. Maybe it will be a decade from now. Because what he's trying to say is all of
us have to make this battle together.” [ABC News, 8/28/13]

8/28/13: Cokie Roberts, ABC News: “He Talked About Reigniting The Embers Of Empathy And The
Coalition Of Conscience. And | Really Think That's What This Day Has Really Turned Out To Be All
About.” “COKIE ROBERTS: ... he talked about reigniting the embers of empathy and the coalition of
conscience. And | really think that's what this day has really turned out to be all about.” [ABC News,
8/28/13]

8/28/13: Douglas Brinkley, Presidential Historian: “Well, | Think It's One Of The Great Speeches
That Barack Obama's Ever Delivered. It Had A Theme Of — The Coalition Of The Conscience, He Put
It — About Moral And Economic Justice. So, In President Obama's History, It's A Seminal Moment.
But | Think, Most Importantly, It's Saying The Struggle Continues...” “SCOTT PELLEY: Doug Brinkley,
noted American historian, professor of history at Rice University — as we embark on the next 50 years,
what will this day mean to us?

DOUGLAS BRINKLEY, PRESIDENTIAL HISTORIAN: Well, | think it's one of the great speeches that Barack
Obama's ever delivered. It had a theme of — the coalition of the conscience, he put it — about moral
and economic justice. So, in President Obama's history, it's a seminal moment. But | think, most
importantly, it's saying the struggle continues, and that we have to fight against, as the President
said, the greed-mongers. There's a — it gets back to that 99-to-one notion that he ran on in his
campaign — that we've got to pull together — and he started talking about everyday people that make
a difference by lending a helping hand — very beautifully written.” [CBS News, 8/28/13]

8/28/13: Politico: “...Standing In The Same Spot At The Foot Of The Lincoln Memorial Where Martin
Luther King Delivered His ‘l Have A Dream’ Speech 50 Years Ago To The Day, Obama Defied The
Low Expectations He Set For Himself And Delivered A Powerful Oration Underscoring The Meaning
Of King’s Vision For All Americans, Regardless Of Race, And The Nation’s Next Generation.”
“President Barack Obama was right: It wasn’t as good. But, standing in the same spot at the foot of
the Lincoln Memorial where Martin Luther King delivered his ‘| Have a Dream’ speech 50 years ago to
the day, Obama defied the low expectations he set for himself and delivered a powerful oration
underscoring the meaning of King’s vision for all Americans, regardless of race, and the nation’s next
generation. King’s work, and that of other fallen civil rights heroes, is not done, Obama said. ‘They did

not die in vain. Their victory was great,” he said. ‘But we would dishonor those heroes, as well, to



suggest that the work of this nation is somehow complete. The arc of the moral universe may bend
towards justice, but it doesn’t bend on its own.”” [Politico, 8/28/13]

8/28/13: Associated Press: “Standing On Hallowed Ground Of The Civil Rights Movement, President
Barack Obama Challenged New Generations Wednesday To Seize The Cause Of Racial Equality And
Honor The ‘Glorious Patriots’ Who Marched A Half Century Ago To The Very Steps From Which Rev.
Martin Luther King Spoke During The March On Washington.” “Standing on hallowed ground of the
civil rights movement, President Barack Obama challenged new generations Wednesday to seize the
cause of racial equality and honor the ‘glorious patriots’ who marched a half century ago to the very
steps from which Rev. Martin Luther King spoke during the March on Washington. In a moment rich
with history and symbolism, tens of thousands of Americans of all backgrounds and colors thronged
to the National Mall to join the nation's first black president and civil rights pioneers in marking the
50th anniversary of King's ‘l Have a Dream’ speech. Obama urged each of them to become a modern-

day marcher for economic justice and racial harmony.” [Associated Press, 8/28/13]

8/28/13: New York Times: “President Obama Stepped On Wednesday Into The Space Where The
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Once Stood And Summoned His Iconic Dream Of A Colorblind Society
In A Celebration Of A Half-Century Of Progress And A Call To Arms For The Next Generation.”
“President Obama stepped on Wednesday into the space where the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
once stood and summoned his iconic dream of a colorblind society in a celebration of a half-century
of progress and a call to arms for the next generation. On a day of overcast skies and misty rain, tens
of thousands of Americans — black, white and every shade in between — returned to the site of Dr.
King’s ‘l Have a Dream’ speech to listen to the nation’s first black president reframe the mission for a
new era.” [New York Times, 8/28/13]

8/28/13: Brian Beutler, Salon.com: “At Its Core, Obama’s Speech Was A Reminder — Almost A
Warning — To Minorities And Equality Advocates Not To Lose Sight Of The Fact That Politics Is
Central To Advancing The Causes Of The Progressive Movement King Helped Unleash. When
Obama’s Opponents Lambaste Him For Politicizing The Anniversary Of The March, As They Already
Are, They’re Not Basing Their Criticisms On Anything lllusory — They’re Hoping To Diminish Its

“w

Impact.” “If you listened to President Obama’s commemoration of 50th anniversary of Martin Luther
King’s speech at the March on Washington, and heard a mere paean to the civil rights movement, you
weren’t paying enough attention. At its core, Obama’s speech was a reminder — almost a warning —
to minorities and equality advocates not to lose sight of the fact that politics is central to advancing
the causes of the progressive movement King helped unleash. When Obama’s opponents lambaste
him for politicizing the anniversary of the March, as they already are, they’re not basing their
criticisms on anything illusory — they’re hoping to diminish its impact. That’s because Obama
beseeched his politically detached supporters to remember that the things they want to see happen

in the country won’t happen if they stay that way.” [Salon.com, 8/28/13]



8/28/13: Chris Cilizza, Washington Post: “...In A Speech Wednesday Commemorating The 50th
Anniversary Of The March On Washington, Obama Returned To [His] Rhetorical Roots — Tying The
Fight For Equal Treatment Of African Americans To Fights For Equal Recognition Of Gay Americans,
Those With Disabilities And Many Other Groups That Have Fought For Their Civil Rights.” “President
Obama has done a lot of political living since he stood on stage at the 2004 Democratic National
Convention and told the assembled masses that there were no red states or blue states just the
United States of America. But, in a speech Wednesday commemorating the 50th anniversary of the
March on Washington, Obama returned to those rhetorical roots — tying the fight for equal
treatment of African Americans to fights for equal recognition of gay Americans, those with
disabilities and many other groups that have fought for their civil rights...That is essentially the same
frame — and same challenge to the country — that Obama laid out nine years ago when he went
from an unknown state senator to a national figure.” [Washington Post, 8/28/13]

8/28/13: Washington Post’s Chris Cilizza @TheFix: Obama speech purposefully NOT just about civil
rights fight. Mentions gay Americans, people with disabilities, Hispanics. [Twitter.com, 8/28/13]

8/28/13: Washington Post’s Jonathan Capehart @Capehart): #dropsmic [Twitter.com, 8/28/13]
8/28/13: MSNBC'’s Alex Wagner @alexwagner: Haven heard Potus this fired up & ready to go....since
maybe before he was Potus. [Twitter.com, 8/28/13]

8/28/13: NBC News’ Chuck Todd @ChuckTodd: Too many folks are trying to judge POTUS speech by
cheers and crowd responses. This speech will wear well over time [Twitter.com, 8/28/13]

8/28/13: Ben Feller @BenFellerNY: In marking King's legacy, Obama is speaking of the legacy HE
wants - a nation where anyone can make it economically. All comes back to that. [Twitter.com,
8/28/13]

8/28/13: Huffington Post’s Josh Dorner @JoshDorner: Amazing to hear the president connect the
battles of today for LGBT equality and for all Americans to get health care with so much history
[Twitter.com, 8/28/13]

8/28/13: San Jose Mercury News (Editorial): “Obama Could Not Match King's Oratory, But He
Evoked The Preacher's Style And Delivered A Message Of Hope For Those Who See How Far The
Nation Has Come In 50 Years — Could King Have Envisioned A Black President Standing In His Place?
— And How Far It Has To Go To Truly Fulfill The Dream. It Was A Stirring Speech, Stronger For The
Fact That Along With Racial Struggles, Obama Primarily Addressed The Economic Challenges That
Were The Reason For The Original March, And Which In Some Ways Have Increased For All
Americans Today, With The Gap Between Rich And Poor.” ‘They're marching.” That's the phrase that
will resonate from the rhetoric of Barack Obama, 44th president of the United States, standing on the
spot where 50 years ago at the March on Washington Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. made ‘l have a
dream’ a national mantra. King's words, delivered as only a Southern Baptist preacher could, still

inspire all who believe in equal rights and opportunity in America. Obama could not match King's



oratory, but he evoked the preacher's style and delivered a message of hope for those who see how
far the nation has come in 50 years -- could King have envisioned a black president standing in his
place? -- and how far it has to go to truly fulfill the dream. It was a stirring speech, stronger for the
fact that along with racial struggles, Obama primarily addressed the economic challenges that were
the reason for the original march, and which in some ways have increased for all Americans today,
with the gap between rich and poor. Calling out those who see no common purpose in rebuilding the
middle class, Obama reaffirmed the power of community -- declaring that ‘the promise of this nation
will only be kept when we work together. We'll have to reignite the embers of empathy and fellow

m

feeling, the coalition of conscience that found expression in this place 50 years ago.
Mercury News, 8/28/13]

[San Jose

8/28/13: Christian Science Monitor (Editorial): “The Speech Was Not Only A Moment To

Take Stock Of Racial And Equality Issues In America But A Chance To Take Measure Of How Much
Great Oratory Can Stir The Conscience Of Millions.” “President Obama marked the 50th anniversary
of Martin Luther King Jr.’s ‘| Have a Dream’ speech with one of his own, also delivered on the steps of
the Lincoln Memorial. The speech was not only a moment to take stock of racial and equality issues in
America but a chance to take measure of how much great oratory can stir the conscience of millions.”
[Christian Science Monitor, 8/28/13]

8/28/13: USA Today: “...In Passages Recalling The Struggles Of The Civil Rights Era, Obama Spoke
With Emotion Reminiscent Of The Early Speeches That Propelled Him To The Presidency.” “Obama,
who was a toddler in Hawaii during the march in 1963, hardly needed to reflect on the meaning of
the civil rights movement to him personally, given the historic nature of his election in 2008. In a
speech that stretched for nearly a half-hour, almost twice as long as King's original address, the
president praised the nation's progress over the past half-century but pressed a political agenda of
what remained to be done... King spoke in the stirring cadences of a preacher, not usually Obama’s
manner. But in passages recalling the struggles of the civil rights era, Obama spoke with emotion
reminiscent of the early speeches that propelled him to the presidency.” [USA Today, 8/28/13]

8/28/13: USA Today: “In An Impassioned Speech, President Obama Said Organizers Of The Original
1963 March Realized That ‘Change Does Not Come From Washington But To Washington.” He
Invoked The Broader Civil Rights Struggles Of A Half-Century Ago, Telling The Crowd, ‘Because They
Kept Marching, America Changed. ... Because They Marched, America Became More Free And More
Fair.”” “Fifty years to the day after the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. delivered his spellbinding ‘| Have a
Dream’ speech from the steps of the Lincoln Memorial, a large crowd braved rain on the National
Mall and heard civil rights, labor and political leaders and entertainers urge them — sometimes
defiantly — to keep fighting for justice and equal rights... In an impassioned speech, President Obama
said organizers of the original 1963 march realized that ‘change does not come from Washington but
to Washington.” He invoked the broader civil rights struggles of a half-century ago, telling the crowd,

‘Because they kept marching, America changed. ... Because they marched, America became more
free and more fair.’”” [USA Today, 8/28/13]



8/28/13: Sen. Barbara Boxer @SenatorBoxer: Incredibly moving to see the first African-American
president speak powerfully from the same spot where Dr. King inspired a nation. [Twitter.com,
8/28/13]

8/28/13: Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz @DWStweets: Amen, Mr. President. #MOW50
pic.twitter.com/cMkV25UMYW [Twitter.com, 8/28/13]

8/28/13: Rep. Yvette D. Clarke @YvetteClarke: An extraordinary speech by President Obama:
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/08/29/us/politics/where-king-stood-obama-reframes-a-dream-for-a-
new-era.html?hp ... #mlkdream50 #marchonwashington [Twitter.com, 8/28/13]

8/28/13: Rep. George Miller @askgeorge: RT If you agree with Pres. Obama: 'The arc of the moral
universe may bend toward justice, but it doesn't bend on its own.' #MOWS50 [Twitter.com, 8/28/13]



Positive Reaction — March On Washington Remarks

Tedia/Commentators

8/28/13: George Stephanopoulos, ABC News: “President Barack Obama, Playing The Role
Of Teacher And Preacher And President Today...Perhaps By Simply Speaking From That
Podium As The First Black President, President Obama Fulfilled A Dream That Martin
Luther King Didn't Say On That Day, But He Did Emphasize How Much Work Is Left To
Be Done.” “GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS: President Barack Obama, playing the role of
teacher and preacher and president today. He told the story of that march 50 years ago, August
28th, 1963, The man who electrified it, Martin Luther King. And he said he is now the work of
all of us to carry on the work of those heroes from 50 years ago, saying they did not die in vain.
There's been so much progress in this country over the last 50 years, but there's still so much
work to do. Cokie Roberts, perhaps by simply speaking from that podium as the first black
president, President Obama fulfilled a dream that Martin Luther King didn't say on that day, but
he did emphasize how much work i1s left to be done.” [ABC News, 8/28/13]

= 8/28/13: George Stephanopoulos: “[President Obama] Said In The Speech That No
One Can Match The Brilliance Of Martin Luther King. But It Does Seem On The
Relatively Rare Occasions Where The President Chooses To Speak About Race
Directly, He Rises To The Occasion.” STEPHANOPOULOS: You know, he said in the
speech that no one can match the brilliance of Martin Luther King. But it does seem on
the relatively rare occasions where the President chooses to speak about race directly, he

rises to the occasion.
CHARLES OGLETREE: Right. And he did that today.” [ABC News, 8/28/13]

8/28/13: Charles Ogletree, Harvard Law School: “What I Found Most Amazing In The
Speech, And I Hope People Understand It, The Humility As Opposed To Bravado. He's
Not A Preacher, As You Said. He's Teacher, He's A President. And I Think That's
Different. He's Not King And He's Not Trying To Be King. But I Think This Speech Is
Going To Go Down As One Of The Greatest He's Ever Gave.” CHARLES OGLETREE,
Harvard Law School: What I found most amazing in the speech, and I hope people understand it,
the humility as opposed to bravado. He's not a preacher, as you said. He's teacher, he's a
president. And I think that's different. He's not King and he's not trying to be King. But I think
this speech is going to go down as one of the greatest he's ever gave. Not today, not tomorrow,
not next year. Maybe it will be a decade from now. Because what he's trying to say is all of us
have to make this battle together.” [ABC News, 8/28/13]

8/28/13: Cokie Roberts, ABC News: “Ile Talked About Reigniting The Embers Of
Empathy And The Coalition Of Conscience. And I Really Think That's What This Day Has
Really Turned Out To Be All About.” “COKIE ROBERTS: ... he talked about reigniting the
embers of empathy and the coalition of conscience. And I really think that's what this day has
really turned out to be all about.” [ABC News, 8/28/13]

8/28/13: Douglas Brinkley, Presidential Historian: “Well, I Think It's One Of The Great
Speeches That Barack Obama's Ever Delivered. It Ilad A Theme Of — The Coalition Of



The Conscience, He Put It — About Moral And Economic Justice. So, In President Obama's
History, It's A Seminal Moment. But I Think, Most Importantly, It's Saying The Struggle
Continues...” “SCOTT PELLEY: Doug Brinkley, noted American historian, professor of
history at Rice University — as we embark on the next 50 years, what will this day mean to us?
DOUGLAS BRINKLEY, PRESIDENTIAL HISTORIAN: Well, I think it's one of the great
speeches that Barack Obama's ever delivered. It had a theme of — the coalition of the conscience,
he put it — about moral and economic justice. So, in President Obama's history, it's a seminal
moment. But I think, most importantly, it's saying the struggle continues, and that we have to
fight against, as the President said, the greed-mongers. There's a — it gets back to that 99-to-one
notion that he ran on in his campaign — that we've got to pull together — and he started talking
about everyday people that make a difference by lending a helping hand — very beautifully
written.” [CBS News, 8/28/13]

8/28/13: Politico: *“...Standing In The Same Spot At The Foot Of The Lincoln Memorial
Where Martin Luther King Delivered His ‘I Have A Dream’ Speech S0 Years Ago To The
Day, Obama Defied The Low Expectations He Set For Himself And Delivered A Powerful
Oration Underscoring The Meaning Of King’s Vision For All Americans, Regardless Of
Race, And The Nation’s Next Generation.” “President Barack Obama was right: It wasn’t as
good. But, standing in the same spot at the foot of the Lincoln Memorial where Martin Luther
King delivered his ‘I Have a Dream’ speech 50 years ago to the day, Obama defied the low
expectations he set for himself and delivered a powerful oration underscoring the meaning of
King’s vision for all Americans, regardless of race, and the nation’s next generation. King’s
work, and that of other fallen civil rights heroes, is not done, Obama said. ‘They did not die in
vain. Their victory was great,” he said. ‘But we would dishonor those heroes, as well, to suggest
that the work of this nation is somehow complete. The arc of the moral universe may bend
towards justice, but it doesn’t bend on its own.”” [Politico, 8/28/13

8/28/13: Associated Press: “Standing On Hallowed Ground Of The Civil Rights Movement,
President Barack Obama Challenged New Generations Wednesday To Seize The Cause Of
Racial Equality And Honor The ‘Glorious Patriots’ Who Marched A Half Century Ago To
The Very Steps From Which Rev. Martin Luther King Spoke During The March On
Washington.” “Standing on hallowed ground of the civil rights movement, President Barack
Obama challenged new generations Wednesday to seize the cause of racial equality and honor
the ‘glorious patriots’ who marched a half century ago to the very steps from which Rev. Martin
Luther King spoke during the March on Washington. In a moment rich with history and
symbolism, tens of thousands of Americans of all backgrounds and colors thronged to the
National Mall to join the nation's first black president and civil rights pioneers in marking the
50th anniversary of King's ‘I Have a Dream’ speech. Obama urged each of them to become a
modern-day marcher for economic justice and racial harmony.” [Associated Press, 8/28/13]

8/28/13: New York Times: “President Obama Stepped On Wednesday Into The Space
Where The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Once Stood And Summoned His Iconic
Dream Of A Colorblind Society In A Celebration Of A Half-Century Of Progress And A
Call To Arms For The Next Generation.” “President Obama stepped on Wednesday into the
space where the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. once stood and summoned his iconic dream of a
colorblind society in a celebration of a half-century of progress and a call to arms for the next



generation. On a day of overcast skies and misty rain, tens of thousands of Americans — black,
white and every shade in between — returned to the site of Dr. King’s ‘I Have a Dream’ speech

to listen to the nation’s first black president reframe the mission for a new era.” [New York
Times, 8/28/13]

8/28/13: Brian Beutler, Salon.com: “At Its Core, Obama’s Speech Was A Reminder —
Almost A Warning — To Minorities And Equality Advocates Not To Lose Sight Of The
Fact That Politics Is Central To Advancing The Causes Of The Progressive Movement
King Helped Unleash. When Obama’s Opponents Lambaste Him For Politicizing The
Anniversary Of The March, As They Already Are, They’re Not Basing Their Criticisms
On Anything Illusory — They’re Hoping To Diminish Its Impact.” “If you listened to
President Obama’s commemoration of 50th anniversary of Martin Luther King’s speech at the
March on Washington, and heard a mere paean to the civil rights movement, you weren’t paying
enough attention. At its core, Obama’s speech was a reminder — almost a warning — to
minorities and equality advocates not to lose sight of the fact that politics 1s central to advancing
the causes of the progressive movement King helped unleash. When Obama’s opponents
lambaste him for politicizing the anniversary of the March, as they already are, they’re not
basing their criticisms on anything illusory — they’re hoping to diminish its impact. That’s
because Obama beseeched his politically detached supporters to remember that the things they
want to see happen in the country won’t happen if they stay that way.” [Salon.com, 8/28/13]

8/28/13: Chris Cilizza, Washington Post: “...In A Speech Wednesday Commemorating The
50th Anniversary Of The March On Washington, Obama Returned To [His] Rhetorical
Roots — Tying The Fight For Equal Treatment Of African Americans To Fights For
Equal Recognition Of Gay Americans, Those With Disabilities And Many Other Groups
That Have Fought For Their Civil Rights.” “President Obama has done a lot of political living
since he stood on stage at the 2004 Democratic National Convention and told the assembled
masses that there were no red states or blue states just the United States of America. But, in a
speech Wednesday commemorating the 50th anniversary of the March on Washington, Obama
returned to those rhetorical roots — tying the fight for equal treatment of African Americans to
fights for equal recognition of gay Americans, those with disabilities and many other groups that
have fought for their civil rights... That is essentially the same frame — and same challenge to
the country — that Obama laid out nine years ago when he went from an unknown state senator
to a national figure.” [Washington Post, 8/28/13]

8/28/13: Washington Post’s Chris Cilizza @TheFix: Obama speech purposefully NOT just
about civil rights fight. Mentions gay Americans, people with disabilities, Hispanics.
[Twitter.com, 8/28/13]

8/28/13: Washington Post’s Jonathan Capehart @Capehart]: #dropsmic [Twitter.com,
8/28/13]

8/28/13: MSNBC’s Alex Wagner @alexwagner: Haven heard Potus this fired up & ready to
go....since maybe before he was Potus. [Twitter.com, 8/28/13]



8/28/13: NBC News’ Chuck Todd @ChuckTodd: Too many folks are trying to judge POTUS
speech by cheers and crowd responses. This speech will wear well over time [Twitter.com,
8/28/13]

8/28/13: Ben Feller (@BenkellerNY: In marking King's legacy, Obama is speaking of the legacy
HE wants - a nation where anyone can make it economically. All comes back to that.
[Twitter.com, 8/28/13]

8/28/13: Huffington Post’s Josh Dorner @JoshDorner: Amazing to hear the president connect
the battles of today for LGBT equality and for all Americans to get health care with so much
history [Twitter.com, 8/28/13]

8/28/13: San Jose Mercury News (Editorial): “Obama Could Not Match King's Oratory,
But He Evoked The Preacher's Style And Delivered A Message Of Hope For Those Who
See How Far The Nation Has Come In 50 Years — Could King Have Envisioned A Black
President Standing In His Place? — And How Far It Has To Go To Truly Fulfill The
Dream. It Was A Stirring Speech, Stronger For The Fact That Along With Racial
Struggles, Obama Primarily Addressed The Economic Challenges That Were The Reason
For The Original March, And Which In Some Ways Have Increased For All Americans
Today, With The Gap Between Rich And Poor.” ‘They're marching.” That's the phrase that
will resonate from the rhetoric of Barack Obama, 44th president of the United States, standing on
the spot where 50 years ago at the March on Washington Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. made ‘I
have a dream’ a national mantra. King's words, delivered as only a Southern Baptist preacher
could, still inspire all who believe in equal rights and opportunity in America. Obama could not
match King's oratory, but he evoked the preacher's style and delivered a message of hope for
those who see how far the nation has come in 50 years -- could King have envisioned a black
president standing in his place? -- and how far it has to go to truly fulfill the dream. It was a
stirring speech, stronger for the fact that along with racial struggles, Obama primarily addressed
the economic challenges that were the reason for the original march, and which in some ways
have increased for all Americans today, with the gap between rich and poor. Calling out those
who see no common purpose in rebuilding the middle class, Obama reaffirmed the power of
community -- declaring that ‘the promise of this nation will only be kept when we work together.
We'll have to reignite the embers of empathy and fellow feeling, the coalition of conscience that
found expression in this place 50 years ago.”” [San Jose Mercury News, 8/28/13]

8/28/13: Christian Science Monitor (Editorial): “The Speech Was Not Only A Moment To
Take Stock Of Racial And Equality Issues In America But A Chance To Take Measure Of
How Much Great Oratory Can Stir The Conscience Of Millions.” “President Obama marked
the 50th anniversary of Martin Luther King Jr.’s ‘I Have a Dream’ speech with one of his own,
also delivered on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial. The speech was not only a moment to take
stock of racial and equality issues in America but a chance to take measure of how much great
oratory can stir the conscience of millions.” [Christian Science Monitor, 8/28/13]

8/28/13: USA Today: “...In Passages Recalling The Struggles Of The Civil Rights Era,
Obama Spoke With Emotion Reminiscent Of The Early Speeches That Propelled Him To
The Presidency.” “Obama, who was a toddler in Hawaii during the march in 1963, hardly



needed to reflect on the meaning of the civil rights movement to him personally, given the
historic nature of his election in 2008. In a speech that stretched for nearly a half-hour, almost
twice as long as King's original address, the president praised the nation's progress over the past
half-century but pressed a political agenda of what remained to be done... King spoke in the
stirring cadences of a preacher, not usually Obama's manner. But in passages recalling the
struggles of the civil rights era, Obama spoke with emotion reminiscent of the early speeches
that propelled him to the presidency.” [USA Today, 8/28/13]

8/28/13: USA Today: “In An Impassioned Speech, President Obama Said Organizers Of
The Original 1963 March Realized That ‘Change Does Not Come From Washington But
To Washington.” He Invoked The Broader Civil Rights Struggles Of A Half-Century Ago,
Telling The Crowd, ‘Because They Kept Marching, America Changed. ... Because They
Marched, America Became More Free And More Fair.”” “Fifty years to the day after the
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. delivered his spellbinding ‘I Have a Dream’ speech from the steps
of the Lincoln Memorial, a large crowd braved rain on the National Mall and heard civil rights,
labor and political leaders and entertainers urge them — sometimes defiantly — to keep fighting
for justice and equal rights... In an impassioned speech, President Obama said organizers of the
original 1963 march realized that ‘change does not come from Washington but to Washington.’
He invoked the broader civil rights struggles of a half-century ago, telling the crowd, ‘Because
they kept marching, America changed. ... Because they marched, America became more free and
more fair.”” [USA Today, 8/28/13]

8/28/13: Sen. Barbara Boxer (@SenatorBoxer: Incredibly moving to see the first African-
American president speak powerfully from the same spot where Dr. King inspired a nation.
[ Twitter.com, 8/28/13]

8/28/13: Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz @DWStweets: Amen, Mr. President. #MOW 50
pic.twitter.com/cMkV25UMYW [Twitter.com, 8/28/13]

8/28/13: Rep. Yvette D. Clarke @YvetteClarke: An extraordinary speech by President Obama:
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/08/29/us/politics/where-king-stood-obama-reframes-a-dream-for-
a-new-era.html?hp ... #mlkdream50 #marchonwashington [Twitter.com, 8/28/13]

8/28/13: Rep. George Miller (@askgeorge: RT If you agree with Pres. Obama: "The arc of the
moral universe may bend toward justice, but it doesn't bend on its own.' #MOWS50 [Twitter.com,
8/28/13]



